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Teen Charged with Two Felonies for Shooting Threat 

Kentwood, Michigan – An Otsego County teenager has been charged with two felonies 

for threatening a shooting at a regional shopping center. 

On Friday, Sept. 27, the Kent County Prosecutor’s Office issued two criminal charges 

on the 14-year-old: false report and threat of terrorism and using a computer to commit 

a felony. Each are felony charges that carry a maximum sentence of 20 years. 

“The initial threat assessment did not indicate the threat was highly credible, but the 

safety of the community is the Kentwood Police Department’s primary concern,” said 

Chief Thomas Hillen. “These types of threats are never taken lightly. We appreciate the 

swift response from all agencies who supported us during the investigation.  

“In today’s climate, realize that no threats are ‘idle.’ Words have consequences, whether 

they are spoken, shared on social media or on an online game. This investigation 

caused a lot of expense, and we plan to seek financial restitution from the parents to 

cover the costs.” 

The threat was posted on an online gaming forum, where it was spotted by another user 

and forwarded to management of the shopping center. The shopping center contacted 

the Kentwood Police Department, who began an immediate investigation to determine 

the credibility of the threat. 

Kentwood Police detectives notified the Michigan Intelligence Operations Center and 

the FBI for assistance. Inconsistent details in the threat prompted KPD to reach out to 

other regional shopping centers to alert them as well. 

Working with the shopping center, Kentwood PD put in place operational and staffing 

plans to deal with the possibility that the threat had any legitimacy.  
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Kentwood detectives worked diligently to investigate this threat and were able to identify 

the individual who made them. Kentwood detectives traveled to Northern Michigan on 

Tuesday, Sept. 24 to locate and interview the suspect.  They were assisted by the 

Michigan State Police. 

During the investigation, it was determined that the suspect did not have access to any 

firearms, and the suspect was acting alone. The suspect was left in the custody of a 

parent, and the findings of this investigation were forwarded to the Kent County 

Prosecutor’s Office, who made the decision to press charges. 

“Serious threats of violence like this against our community cannot go unanswered,” 
Hillen explained. “Our Department demonstrated it is prepared and committed to 
investigate and bring those persons responsible to justice. 
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